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than do anything dishonourable which would tarnish his
reputation as a soldier. Baji Rao must have been surprised
at the determined and uncompromising attitude adopted by
Nizamu'1-Mulk on this point. At length he had to give up
this demand at the risk of complete rupture of negotiations.
His other demands were acceded to with some modifications.
On the 6th of March 1728, an agreement, known as the Conven-
tion of Mungi-Shevgaon, was signed between Nizamul-Mulk
and Peshwa Baji Rao, according to which the former
recognized Sahu as the king of the Marathas, entitled to
Chauth and Sardeshmukhi in the six Subahs of the Deccan. He
further agreed to pay the arrears and to reinstate the Maratha
revenue collectors whom he had turned out.1 Nizamu'l-
Mulk's guards escorted Sambhaji to Panhala where the
Peshwa was at liberty to settle his affairs with him.2 This
treaty is a landmark in the history of the Deccan. It shows
that even a man like Nizarnul-Mulk was obliged by the force
of circumstances to accept the claims of the Marathas although
in later years he succeeded in neutralizing the effects of the
treaty by his skilful diplomatic manipulations. This treaty
infinitely enhanced Baji Rao's power and influence in the
Maratha state.

Nizamu'1-Mulk had given Sambhaj! to understand that he
would use his best endeavours to get his claims and titles
recognized by the Emperor. He actually wrote to the Empe-
ror that he had given him (Sambhaji) hope of His Majesty's
sublime favour.3

After the treaty of Mungi-Shevgaon, Sambhaji prepared for
final struggle with the Peshwa. His commander-in-chief, Udaji
Chauhan, opened secret correspondence with the Senapati,
Trimbak Rao Dabhade, and Nizamu'l-Mulk, in order to
overthrow the ascendancy of Baji Rao who was determined
to have the sovereignty of Sahu recognized by Sambhaj?s
party. Udaji Chauhan made preparations to test strength
with Baji Rao. He led an incursion into Sahu's territory,
demanding half of the Swarajya for his master. This gave
Baji Rao an opportunity to persuade Sahu to crush the power
of Sambhaji once for all. Even Pratinidhi was made to ap-

1 Hadiqatu'l-'Alan, vol. II, p. 140.          2 Grant Duff, op. cit.9 p. 415.
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